Lalita by fair or by foul means. He, therefore, called a meeting of his confidential
chiefs including the Yuvaraja Visukra and also Vishanga who came eagerly; for they
were all stunned by the defeat of their mighty warriors and were ready to carry out
any daring scheme, Mantra or Jantra that may be formulated, in their confidential
concourse against Lalita and her hosts of mayavic Shakti-damsels.
Bhandasura sighing deeply like unto a mighty king of snakes addressed them
thus: "Alas*. What has fate in store for us? What is our destiny to be? Are the suras
now to excel us? How is it possible for so many of our capable and mighty warriors
to persih at the hands of damsels? Shame on us*. It cannot be otherwise than the
inexorable hand of fate or destiny! Whatever may be that destiny, it is not meet for
us to anticipate defeat and grovel before these women, be they stronger and more
wily. Let them be greater masters of Maya; we shall fight to the end - whatever that
end may be. Self-effort has many a time won against blind fate. So then, let us
devise ways and means of surmounting the present crisis and change the course of
war in our favour. Let us not be idle; for idleness spells disaster. Fate and fortune
always favour the active man who spares no effort to gain his end and leaves no
stone unturned; for failures do not discourage him but serve as stepping stones to
mightier ventures. Yet. in spite of all the efforts of man, he is but a plaything in the
hands of Collective Destiny or Destiny of Nations. Have we not heard how fierce
fate had made beggars of princes and vice-versa; how people with long life had
become short-lived? How brave warriors had suddenly been rendered abject
cowards? This broad universal scheme of things may not be changed by individual
effort; nevertheless, without effort, he can but perish. Effort is needed even to be
part of the scheme of things. Knowing not, what the end of a battle might turn out to
be, it is but meet that each side should strive for success and put forth the utmost
effort. Therefore, undaunted by previous failures, let us plan a new one for sure
success, remembering that we are dealing not with an ordinary damsel but with a
great force which has been capable of withstanding and overcoming our great Sarpini
Maya and the bright Sthambana-gaze of the Kaikasas " not to speak of the hundreds
of akshouhinis that have been vanquished by this strange damsel. We have thus
far not succeeded in a straight war. I have sent spies and learnt something very
useful to our future plan of action. I have learnt that Lalita's Chariot is stationed at
the extreme west of her Shakti hosts who have advanced far east, and south so as
to be able to fight with us, without disturbing their Queen. She has only a few
Shakti-damsels around her as body-guards. It is our plan now to get to the rear and
to reach her unobserved by her armies and capture her unawares after slaying her
few attendant Shaktis. I consider Vishanga to be capable of putting this scheme
into action. He can move unseen and unobserved by the enemy. He can take with
him the very best fifteen chieftains with their fifteen akshonhinis. Lalita has no
armies behind her to protect her on the western side. The few that stay in her
presence can be easily disposed of by our able generals; and Vishanga is the most
capable one to accomplish this task. He can move unnoticed and reach the back of
the Shakti armies most skilfully and dexterously and succeed in capturing the queen
of the damsels. So saying, he addressed his younger brother thus: "0 brother
Vishanga! Use your powers to make invisible yourself and those you take with you.
Take fifteen chieftains with their fifteen akshouhinis. Lalita alone is your prize. She
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